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T isalmoft impoffible to exprefS the 
‘jofinite Variety of Bxtravagancies, 


which the Cruelty of Creditors agaiaft 
Debtors have run into in this -Nation—— 
And if any Body thinks, the Setting this 
in a true Light is nota proper Argument, 


_ and the right Way to perfwade our Repre- 


fentative to reftcain thefe People, I think 
they are miftaken: I know, this Affair.is 
near concludiog, and the Fate of Debfors, 
inthis Nation, I believe can meet withao 
general Determination this Sefion— Yee 
cannot but leave it apon the Minds of our 
Members of Parliament againft another 
Meeting, that the Madnefs and extravagant 
Rage of Creditors wpon their Infelvene 
‘Debtors calls allow’d to pebdlick juftice te 
find fome powerful Redrefs. © 


Ido not argue for an univerfal Difcharge ’ 
of all Infolvents without Limitation or Di- ' 
ftin@ion, no Man can imagine-me fo mad 
neither do I think, that no Man fhould be 
confin’d for Debt, tho’a great Deal may be 
faid for the old Procefs of Ceffio bonorum,- 
being the full Execution of the Law———- 
L.know, it is alfo very diffieult to diftinguith 
between the indigent and knavith Debtor— 
But I with, our Parliament would once take 
into Confideration, whether proper Judges 
may fot be appointed in the refpe@ive 
Counties and Cities of Bxgiand, who fhould 
have Power to hear and determine between 
Debtor and Creditor. Thefe Judges 
fhasid have abfdlute: Power-to deliver, or 
todetainy nay-even Corporaly-to pasifh 
the Perfon of she Debtor, apo ae 
fay 


eee ken 


fully f.ti.fy'd cither of his honeft Delivery 
of his Effe&s, or of his knavifh Referve and 
double Dealing with them—But to have no 
Power to concern themfelves ia the Eftate, 
to take or difpofe any Part of it 
This w efablifh bg ore in Boundsto 
nai f Credstors, dnd cane them 
Rodm, 4 they could prove Prevaricatidhs, 
Conceaments,.and the like, to have the 
Debtétleverery punith’ for his Knavery— 
And thefe Judges to be punith’d with Déath, 


if they take any Bribe or Reward to in-. 


fluence their Opinions. he 

If there are any Men left fo barbarous 
and inhuman, as not to approve of a Wa 
fo indifferent ‘as this, they “muft be fu 
as make fuch.a, Law the moré neceflary— 
*Tis on the Acéount of fuch very Men that 
the Gaols are now fo full of miferable Crea- 
tures , ‘tis for Relief againft fuch as thefe, 


that an Aét of Parliament is defir'd———— 


And if Creditors had common Humanity, 
fuch an univerfal Cry had never been rais'd 
againft them——But Human Nature muft 
not be trufted with too much Powers 
For all Men will be Tyrants if they can. 

It is indeed endléfs to give Inftances of 
the ungovern’d Fury of Creditors, I have 
Said. fomething of Pitkin’s Cale—1I know, 
the generalCry run ftrong, the Fraud was. 
great, and the Cheat is to be abhor’d ;. but 
that does no way juftifie mad Extremes— 
Creditors muft not aé& unjuftly to recover 
their Debt, any more than Debtors may a& 
uojufty in detaining their Due Ihave 
nothing to fay to the feveral Profecutions of 
the Bankrupt, or of any concern’d with 
him; I may perhaps beftow fome Pains in 
leaving to Pofterity fome Account of that 
Gentleman’s Condu&, I mean Mr. Pitkix, 
in order to fet the Saddle on the right Horfe 
between Debtor and Creditor—But of that 
hereafters. Iam not upon it now 3 but of 
all the Cafes that ever I heard or read of, 
I believe, this Age cannot give an Inftance 
to. match, chat I {poke of in the Reve N° 151 
I mean of Mr. Wilcox, who.at the Requeft 
of both fides mediated an Agreement be- 
tween thems the more I enquire into it, 
the more ftrange it appears, and I cannot 
but wonder, how the Legiflative Power of 
this Nation came to be prevail’d upom by 


_ever other Agreement it was, toran down 


Noife and popular Clamour, or by what: 


a an, Jike my Simily of a Winter Flood, and 
acrifice him toan enrag’d Crowd in fuch a 
Manner! 

“going 


me 3 ut'#eannot but mote, it i3 an 


_toany Man’s Caufe, when his Vindication 


requires no more than Relation of Faé&t——. 
When Truth vindicates a Man, his Vin- 
dication is both eafie and honourable 3 the 
Difficulty of Vindication is, when the Truth 
muft be conceal’d, difguis’d, drefs’d up in 
Party-colour’d-Garments, and. be fhown in 
various Shapes 3 when Artifice; Trick, 
Craft of Words, &c. are wanting to ree 
prefent, mif reprefent, and the like ——— 
This is a hard Tafk, and a Work no honeft 
Man cares to meddle with. ~ 

In the prefent Cafe I hall relate the 
Truthof Fua, as I have feen it reprefented 
to the Parliament, and which I never heard 
contradiéted, m9 mot by Enemies; Y-ihall 


- make no Gloffes upon it, if this Truth, im- 


partially told,happens to juftifie Mr.Wileocks, 
the Honour is his, that telling the Truth is 

his Juftification ; for then his Caufe muft be 
good, and ke ss far from bzing oblig’d to me 

~ the ~~ who _ told his Story meres 
y to ifuitrate the Argument! a 

not at all to ferve ae ae 


The CASE of Mr. George Wit. 
cocks, Attorney at Law, as it was 
laid before the Parliament. 


HAT in May 1706. about three 
Months — the AG *e Parliament 
paffed againft Pitkin, Brerewood being arres 
fied by Pitkin’s Creditors, fentto, and defir'd 
Wilcocks to be concern’d for bim as bis Ate 
torney, ta follicite an Accommodation between 
the Creditors and him, by Reference, or other- 
wife, and propofed 5001. as a Reward to 
Wilcocks, om bis perfe®ing an Agreement, 
Wilcocks, confidering the great Care and 
Trouble, as well as the Expence botb of Time 
and Money, that an Affair of thie nature 
would require, (Pitkin being indebted near 
60000 1, and bis Creditors above 140 in num- 


ber, 


kam net: upon Vinditae 
tions th erin being wholly ookadwn my 
oaose 
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Stillen - ows ~ - —— 
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ber, a highly exafperared) befides the Da- 

mage Wilcocks fhould fuftain by the Lofs and 
Omiffion of otber Bufinefs, infifted on qoool. . 
which Brerewood at Jaft agreed to, on Confi- 
aeration, that be Wilcocks, was to pay all 
Charges of Law, Councils Fees, &c. that 
rd happen, out of the Sum ; and during 
the DNegotistion at feveral times, the faid 
| Breréwoud paid Wilcocks 600.1. in part, 
and gave Bond for 4001. more, which sw yet 


_ Wilcocks, was fo far from making any 
_ Clandeftine or corrupt Bargain, that ae 
_ quainied the Commiffioners, Affignees, and 
_ feverat of the Creditors therewith, before the 
_ compleating the Agreemem,y who then fhewed . 
_ we difite thereto, but procesded to Breast and 
_ Tran{ad that Affeir with him :; and their De 
_ mands on Brerewood being leid before Wil- . 
cocks, she Creditors after feveral Meetings 
offer’d to accept 8s.6d. in the Pound clear 
of Charges.. ; 
+ Whereupon Articles being prepared, were 
(after many Attendances of-sbe faid Wilcocks) 
jettled by the then Attorney-General on the 
Creditors part, and Mr. Serjeant Brodrick on 
the bebalf of Brerewood, to the Sasisfaii- 
"on of the Creditors, who from time to time 
were confulted therein, and Publick Notice 
was given in the Gazette by the Affignees, 
for the Creditors to come in and execute fuch 
“Articles, all of thems at that time feeming well 


2 


Jeafed with ‘the faid Wilcocks bad done, 
ig ae the leaft diflike either to bis Com- 
dud, or the Reward be was to bave from Bre- 


wood for that Service. 
. Tht Wikeacks yoas only comcern’d as At- 
sorney and Solicitor for Brerewood, and wot 
as Commiffiener, a or. orberwife for the 
aid Creditors. And during this.Tranfattion, 
Mr. Wilcocks from time to time afted no- 
thing, but with the Concusrence and Ap- 
probation of the Creditors, who hada 
fol) Difcovery of P17-K_IN’s Eftate before 
they concluded the Agreemeent; the Ar- 
ticles whereof were Seetled with Confent 
of all Parties, by Mr. Attorney-General, 
and Mr. Serjeant Brodrick, as a oo 
Wilcocks was fo far from afting any unfair 
part in this Matter,or advifing or giving the leaft 
Countenance thereto,that be was aperfed Stran- 
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Sundry Meetings, 


] 


&er_ wo Bretew 
aud never fam 
bis Creditors 
Anit the faid 
Charge to Council 


», #10 fene: for ie afortfaide 
HH ted fa: 
hoa ‘were | és reds 
ilcotk cen ‘de preas 
in Wrisinge Pica at 
‘and ober Matters, which 


muft neteffzrily attend an Affair of shat 
nature, before it could be Fuby festied, the 
whole toog |. (bad it been patd) wdyld nor 


Amount to more than would have been allow'd 
bim for orber con Attended ‘witb’ the like 
Charge, that would wot btve vaken up’ more 
Of bss Time and Astendance. 


. If.this Cafe be true, I thal fay nothin 
‘who thought Br, and 


to the Parliament; who ‘thong 
may think what tbéy plea fit, ‘to cake from 
this Perfon all the Money paid him'—Make 
him throw away his Timé add Labour, not 
fo much as allowing him what he had really 
and bona Fide expended But ifany 
Man fhould afk me, whether the Creditor 
that was the Occafion of this, and’ purfu’d 
it, or Pigkin bimfelf, was the greatef{ K—? 
I profefs, I cannot tefotve prefently. what 
Anfwerlfhouldmake them. 

I muft indeed be‘atlow’d td fuppote the 
Cafe aboye to-be true, for I am ouly ftand- 
ing by Truth ; éf it be sdagee ‘tis the hard. 
eft Leverfaw; if it be not Troth, then‘nd 
doubt forne'Anfwer may ‘be given té fuch 
‘Queftions as thefe. 


i. Did the Creditors know éfthe Reward 
he kad orp ? —The Cafe fays they 


1 LA 
2. Did the Creditors prefs ‘the Agree- 
ment,and court rilee et make it for 
them, or.were they drawa into -it ? = 
Let thofe Gestlemeén {peak to the whd 
came fo often and in fuch earneff Man- 
ner to Mr. Wilcocks,and fo the Attor- 
ney-General fo pufh it on, and ex- 
prefs’d fuch Anxiety and Apprehen- 
fions, left’ Brerewood, could not be 


brought to raife the Sum. 
3. Did Breremoad offer 85. 6 4. fi foe 
did the Creditors propofe it firff; and 
Wilcocks bring the other to comply ? 
And if the laft, was he an Agent for 
Brerewood te draw in the Creditors, or 
was 


ET te ate eee ee 
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was he not rather an Agent for the 
Creditors to draw'in ‘Brerewood ?* 

4. Did the Creditors ‘embrace, carefs, 

~" and thankWilcocks after afl was over,for 
the great Service he had done them, 
ordidthey not?" 

g. Was there aity Crittte charg’d' on V¥iI+ 
‘cocks eveh ty t 
fl? ‘Or 7 
After the Execution of the Agree- 
ment, was there ever any other Rea- 
fon afign’d, why the Agreement 
fhould be revers’d, hut, a meer Sup- 
pofition that more might*have been- 


bad io ee, . 
ere'the Honefty of shat” tied ? But 


tiene 
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‘above all, where. the Honefty af td 
king away the Money from VVélcocks 
lies, after he had with a great Deal of 
Trouble and Charge made the Ac- 
commodation 3 and what theDifference 
is Becweta that and jfetcing a. Lae 
Apourer to work, and refa'ing him 
his Wages? 

7. Was the Suggeftion of the Perfon bee 
‘ng able to pay more true, and has it 
not appear’d otherwile fince ? 


If thefe Queftions demand an Anfwer in 
Favour of Mr.Wilcocks, then with Submifhion 
to no Body, Iam‘of Opinion, he had the 
vileft Ufage from. the Purfuers, ‘that ever 
Man receiv’d in fuch a Cafe—At leaft ina 
Nation that pretends {0 much to Law and 
Juftice as we do. 

‘And what’s the Ufe and Application of 
all this? But whac is apt enopgh to my 
Purpote, viz. That. Engiifh Creditors are 
the moft furiovs Wild-Beafts in all GOD 
Almighty’s Forreft, tbe Earth; and nothing 
{1s more wanted at this Time ia the Nation, 
than a Law to refrain them. 

[have by me fome other Cafes almoft as 
eminent as this, where the Winter- Flood 
hos carry’d down Debtots, and all their 
Families and Dependencies, Men; Money, 
Reputation, Law, Juftice, and Confcience ; 
and of thefe you may hear in their Order. 


ed 
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Adyvertifement to the SUFFOLK 
uftices, | 
T has been expe&ed this Pape: fhou! 


have enter’d into, and have a little exe : 
that infulted the QUEEN’s Commifhioners 
inthe Execution of the Law, tor raifing. 
Recruits———-. And indeed, I was about. 
to have given both them and their Beha- 


pos’d the Affair of the Ipfwich 


viour due Praife. 


T hope no Man will any more queftion, — 


but High Church, and Facobitijm, an 


French . Power -are. Synonymous. Terms * = 
That the Men are ail of 2 Clat, and that. : 
ail that has been-faid of the Confederacy 


between them is true Ee Gens 
tlemen now have given an. A ser how 
unwillingly their Party would have the 
Power of France reduc’d : And how hearti- 
oy they would joyn in ruining their Coun- 
And yet, Gentlemen, th 
Men-are. Juftices of the Pesce a 
confequently bad taken the Oaths, ‘ab- 
jured the Pretender, and (wallow’d ‘eve 
thing the Law could impofe. ae 
w would but their old Frie 
bearfal, vindicate -thefe Pra@ices “cle 
and few their Gonfiftency, not with Loy- 
alty, that we will excnfe him:from, becanfe 
of ‘ts Difficulty 5 bue with Chriftianiey. 
with Honefty, with Gentlemen, or wi-h 
the Safety of Society ————_——_ And ive 
us the Diftin&ion and Conliftency er a- 
Swearing <Abjuriug Facobite, the Wa Id 
would be very much obliged to him. ; 
la themean'time, the Gentlemen ere 
met with in their oun way, fee ping Juftice 
isat aft rouled, and the Government that 
has long fuffer’d it felf to be Infulted. h 
at lait, refolv'd to do it felr Joti ae 
And fol leave them to the Law; May all 
the Hot-Spurs ot the Party fhate the pf: 
Juftice ; the County of SUFFOLK ceil 


then foon fee whether their late Eleétions 


would run, as they have done for fin 


paff, or no. eYears 
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